Gaucher disease: fate of the splenic remnant after partial splenectomy--a case of rapid enlargement.
In Gaucher disease, partial splenectomy has been suggested for alleviating the complications of splenomegaly as well as for avoiding the immunologic compromise and potential acceleration of bony and hepatic involvement that may follow total splenic resection. However, the fate of the splenic remnant has been reported rarely. A subtotal splenectomy (85%) was performed in a 19-month-old girl with rapidly progressing Gaucher disease and massive splenomegaly (12% of body weight). Within 3 months, the splenic remnant had increased four-fold in size. Previous reports indicated only three Gaucher patients had significant enlargement of the splenic remnant after partial splenectomy. These findings indicate that splenomegaly may recur rapidly in Gaucher disease following partial splenectomy.